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10 killed in school bus danger zone last 
school year
BY THOMAS MCMAHON

The loading/unloading statistics 
have been collected since the 1970-
71 school year. During that school 
year, there were 75 danger zone fa-
talities, which is the highest total 
on record. In the 44-year history of 
the survey, there has been a total of 
1,222 fatalities recorded.

The survey is described as an ef-
fort to raise awareness of the dan-
gers involved in loading and unload-
ing schoolchildren.

“Fatalities continue to occur at the 
bus stop, caused by a variety of cir-
cumstances and errors on the part 
of the school bus driver or passing 
motorist,” the report says. “It points 
out the continuing need for force-
ful, advanced instruction to school 
bus drivers and students, as well as 
the need to increase our efforts to 
thoroughly inform the driving public 
about the requirements of the school 
bus stop law.”

Ten students lost their lives in load-
ing and unloading accidents around 
school buses in the U.S. in the 2013-
14 school year, a new report reveals.

The Kansas State Department of 
Education’s latest national survey 
of school bus danger zone fatalities 
found that six students were killed 
by passing vehicles, and four were 
fatally struck by their own bus.

The total of 10 fatalities in 2013-
14 is up slightly from the previous 
school year, in which there were 
nine such deaths.

Of the four students who were 
killed by their own school bus in 
the 2013-14 school year, three were 
struck at the front of the bus, and 
one was struck at the back. Three 
of those accidents involved Type C 
school buses, and one involved a 
Type D bus.

The loading/unloading report is 
compiled annually by the Kansas 
State Department of Education’s 
School Bus Safety Education Unit. It 
is a collection of fatality accident re-
cords provided by the state agencies 
responsible for school transportation 
safety and/or accident records. On-
board fatalities are not included.

Here are other key details from the 
2013-14 school year findings:

•	Age: Five of the students who 
were killed (half of the total) 
were 6 years old. One of the stu-
dents was 8, one was 9 and one 
was 14. Two were 17 years old.

•	Gender: Seven male students 
and three female students were 
killed.

•	Destination: Seven of the ac-
cidents were during the trip to 

school. The other three were on 
the trip home.

•	Type of area: Eight of the fa-
talities occurred in urban loca-
tions. The other two were in 
rural areas.

•	Light conditions: Five of the ac-
cidents were in daylight, three 
were in the dark and two were 
at dawn.

•	Weather: In six of the accidents, 
weather conditions were de-
scribed as clear. The other four 
were described, respectively, as 
cloudy, cloudy/raining, rain and 
fog.

•	State: There were two fatalities 
each in Texas, Louisiana and 
Georgia. There was one fatality 
each in California, Utah, North 
Carolina and New Jersey. (It 
should be noted that New York 
state and Washington, D.C., did 
not respond to the survey.)
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Location of fatalities

Fatalities over past 10 years

In 2013-14,
six of the 10 
loading and 
unloading 
fatalities were 
caused by a 
vehicle passing 
the school bus. 
Four children 
were fatally 
struck by
their bus.

Over the past 
10 years, 
there has 
been an 
average of 11 
danger zone 
fatalities
annually.
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 More online
For the full 2013-14 report, including de-

scriptions of each loading/unloading fatality 
incident, go to schoolbusfleet.com/load13.
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http://www.schoolbusfleet.com/load13
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The Most Advanced Stop-Arm 

Solution on the Market

STOP

Deter and monitor potential stop-arm violators in up to 4 lanes, with REI’s 
fully automated stop-arm camera solution.

CAPTURE violation using motion activated high resolution, day/night 
sensor cameras.

VIDEO recorded and flagged for easy search, and automatically transmitted 
via cellular or WIFi network.

REVIEW violation video and automated report, or have REI arrange back-end 
reporting to law enforcement.

CITATION issued by law enforcement if warranted.

Protect your students today.

Call for a demo.

800.228.9275

http://www.radioeng.com

